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A weekly update on federal policy activity related to traumatic brain injury
__________________________________________________________________

Dear Advocates:

Happy New Year! And welcome to the second session of the 110th Congress.

The House of Representatives returned to session this week, and promptly voted to pass a revised version of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (H.R. 4986) to replace the version (H.R. 1585) vetoed by President Bush late last month.  Important wounded warrior provisions related to TBI care remain unchanged in the new version, which is expected to be enacted into law shortly.

In addition, President Bush this week approved $3.7 billion in emergency funding for veterans health care which was deemed “contingency” spending in the fiscal 2008 omnibus appropriations bill passed in December.

Also this week, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health held its first hearing of the year focused on the critical importance of Medicaid as a source of health care, including long-term care, for Americans with disabilities.

Looking ahead, both chambers will observe the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on Monday.  The Senate will return to session on Tuesday, along with the House, but the House is then expected to be out on Thursday and Friday due to an annual Democratic policy retreat.  

Stay tuned for upcoming BIAA News Flashes detailing ongoing efforts to urge the House to take up TBI Act reauthorization legislation.


*Distributed by Laura Schiebelhut, BIAA Public Affairs Manager, on behalf of the Brain Injury Association of America; 703-761-0750 ext. 637; lschiebelhut@biausa.org

The Policy Corner is made possible by the Adam Williams Initiative, Centre for Neuro Skills, and Lakeview Healthcare Systems, Inc. The Brain Injury Association of America gratefully acknowledges their support for legislative action.
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House Passes Revised Defense Authorization Bill

The House of Representatives returned to session this week, and promptly voted to pass a revised version of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (H.R. 4986) to replace the version (H.R. 1585) vetoed by President Bush late last month.  Important wounded warrior provisions related to TBI care, and championed by BIAA, remain unchanged in the new version.

The Senate is expected to pass the revised bill when it returns to session next week.

The revised bill contains new language altering a provision in the original bill which expanded the rights of victims to sue foreign governments designated by the State Department as state sponsors of terrorism.  

The White House unexpectedly announced on December 28, 2007, that President Bush would not sign the original bill because it included a provision which could allow plaintiffs to freeze Iraq government assets in the United States while their claims against Iraq were being litigated (Iraq was listed as a state sponsor of terrorism under Saddam Hussein’s regime). 

Additional Veterans Health Care Funding Released

In addition, President Bush this week approved $3.7 billion in emergency funding for veterans health care, which was deemed “contingency” spending in the fiscal 2008 omnibus appropriations bill passed in December.

This represents another significant step to improve health care for returning service members and veterans.   


As a result of this additional funding, the Department of Veterans Affairs’ funding for fiscal 2008 totals $87.6 billion - $8 billion more than was provided in fiscal 2007.

 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Holds Hearing on Medicaid 
Also this week, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health held its first hearing of the year focused on the critical importance of Medicaid as a source of health care, including long-term care, for Americans with disabilities.

A good deal of the hearing focused on Bush Administration proposed regulations which effectively hold states back from making progress towards transitioning individuals with disabilities back into their communities. 

For more information on testimony at this hearing, please visit http://energycommerce.house.gov/cmte_mtgs/110-he-hrg.011608.MedicaidDisabilities.shtml.

