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A weekly update on federal policy activity related to traumatic brain injury
_____________________________________________________________________________

Greetings Brain Injury Advocates!

One of the Brain Injury Association of America’s key policy goals this year is illustrating to Members of Congress the interdependence of TBI research, treatment and systems of care within the civilian and military sectors.  BIAA thanks its advocates for their valuable help towards achieving this goal and urges you to stay tuned for Action Alerts in the coming weeks.  
Laura Schiebelhut, BIAA Public Affairs Manager

703-761-0750 ext. 637; lschiebelhut@biausa.org

The Policy Corner is made possible by the Adam Williams Initiative, Centre for Neuro Skills, and Lakeview Healthcare Systems, Inc. The Brain Injury Association of America gratefully acknowledges their support for legislative action.

_____________________________________________________________________________

TBI Legislation Supported by BIAA Included as an Amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act in the Senate
On Thursday, July 12, the Senate voted unanimously to add the Dignified Treatment of Wounded Warriors Act (S. 1606) to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (NDAA).  In an exciting development, the Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, Sen. Akaka (D-HI) and Sen. Craig (R-ID), were able to attach the TBI provisions in S. 1233, The Veterans Traumatic Brain Injury and Health Programs Improvement Act of 2007, as a second degree amendment to the amendment adding S. 1606 to the NDAA.  In his floor speech presenting the amendment, Sen. Akaka cited the Brain Injury Association of America as an important supporter of the legislation.
BIAA endorsed S. 1233 earlier this spring, and has provided recommendations to Senate staff regarding ways to improve the bill.  Many of these recommendations were incorporated into the bill.  S. 1233 takes steps to ensure that service members have access to non-governmental facilities when necessary to meet the goals of individualized TBI rehabilitation and community reintegration plans.  The bill also instructs new TBI research programs within the Department of Veterans Affairs to be pursued through collaboration with existing TBI research programs receiving grants through the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research of the Department of Education.  
S. 1606 also contains several important provisions relating to providing care for returning service members with TBI.  The bill would create an overlap of Department of Defense (DoD) and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits for a period of three years to enable wounded warriors to benefit from the strengths of both systems, allowing increased access to TRICARE, which in turn could potentially facilitate enhanced access to civilian TBI care providers.  In addition, the Brain Injury Association of America worked alongside other advocacy groups to help ensure inclusion of a provision in the bill requiring the DoD to adopt a pre- and post-deployment cognitive assessment tool to help diagnose TBI and PTSD in returning service members. 
The Senate is expected to continue consideration of the NDAA next week; the House of Representatives has already passed its version of the legislation.

House Appropriations Committee Passes Labor-HHS-Education Funding Bill; Floor Consideration of the Bill Expected Next Week
The full House Appropriations Committee passed the Fiscal Year 2008 Labor-HHS-Education spending bill on Wednesday, July 11, and consideration of the bill on the House floor is expected to begin July 17.

No significant amendments were made to the bill’s funding amounts on Wednesday; including entitlement spending, the bill totals $607 billion.  The legislation includes $151.5 billion in discretionary spending — about $7 billion more than in Fiscal Year 2007 and exceeding Bush’s budget proposal for Labor-HHS-Education programs by $10.6 billion.  For that reason, there is concern that the bill may eventually face a veto challenge from President Bush.  

The bill contains mostly flat funding for TBI Act programs and for research programs, including the TBI Model Systems, administered by the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.   In contrast, the Senate Appropriations Committee included a 14.7% spending increase, nearly $2.1 million, for TBI Act programs in its version of the FY08 spending bill for the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education.  BIAA will continue lobbying for the higher funding allocation for TBI Act programs in the Senate version to be enacted, as well as for an increase in funding for the TBI Model Systems of Care Program.
Looking Ahead
BIAA is looking forward to participating in the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee TBI Symposium, scheduled to take place Wednesday, July 18, 2007.  Chairman Bob Filner (D-CA), along with members of the Committee, will meet to discuss ways to provide treatment for traumatic brain injury (TBI), which is considered by many to be the signature injury of the war in Iraq. Among veterans and service members from Iraq and Afghanistan treated at Walter Reed for injuries of any type, approximately 65% have TBI as a primary diagnosis or simultaneous injury. BIAA will be represented by Dr. Jim Schraa of Craig Hospital.  Dr. Schraa will join medical doctors, neuropsychologists, researchers and family members participating in the symposium to discuss the health care needs of our returning service members. 
