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Dear Advocates:
Congress passed the Fiscal Year 2008 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill this week, including some important funding increases for TBI programs, including the HRSA Federal TBI program and the TBI Model Systems of Care program.  

The Labor-HHS-Education spending measure will now be sent to President Bush, who has pledged to veto it, because it contains $9.8 billion more than he requested in his budget earlier this year.  
BIAA has also been busy on Capitol Hill working on several other issues this past week, including pushing for the inclusion of important TBI provisions in the final defense authorization bill. 
*Distributed by Laura Schiebelhut, BIAA Public Affairs Manager, on behalf of the Brain Injury Association of America; 703-761-0750 ext. 637; lschiebelhut@biausa.org
The Policy Corner is made possible by the Adam Williams Initiative, Centre for Neuro Skills, and Lakeview Healthcare Systems, Inc. The Brain Injury Association of America gratefully acknowledges their support for legislative action.
________________________________________________________________________ 

Congress Passes Labor-HHS-Education Spending Bill Containing Funding Increases for TBI Programs
Congress passed the Fiscal Year 2008 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill (H.R. 3043) this week, including some important funding increases for TBI programs. 
The bill provides $9.455 million for the HRSA Federal TBI program, over the total $8.910 million allocated last year.  Likewise, the bill includes $5.960 million in funding for CDC TBI programs, an increase from approximately $5.3 million last year.  Also of key importance, the bill includes $900,000 in additional funding for the TBI Model Systems of Care program, which BIAA fought hard for this year, in order to prevent this important research program from being downsized.
Earlier in the week, the House passed a conference report including both the Labor-HHS-Education and the Military Construction-VA (H.R. 2642) bills, but during later Senate consideration, Republicans effectively used a new procedural rule to strip the military construction and veterans’ funding that had been packaged with the Labor-HHS-Education bill. As a result, the House was forced to vote again on the Labor-HHS-Education bill by itself yesterday, and the Military Construction-VA will be held back for future consideration.
Next, the Labor-HHS-Education spending measure will be sent to President Bush, who has pledged to veto it, because it contains $9.8 billion more than he requested in his budget earlier this year.  Unfortunately, according to CQ Today, an insider Washington publication, the vote in Congress on the Labor-HHS-Education bill appears to be short of the two-thirds needed to override a presidential veto.    

Stay tuned for future BIAA Action Alerts to encourage Members of Congress to override the president’s expected veto of this important spending bill.
General Appropriations Update  

Congress also passed the Defense appropriations bill late this week, along with a continuing resolution (CR) that would fund the federal government beyond November 16, when the current stopgap continuing resolution (PL 110-5) expires.  Note: Continuing resolutions to provide stopgap funding for the federal government are necessary because, although the Fiscal Year 2008 began Oct. 1, the Labor-HHS-Education and Defense appropriations bills will be the first two (out of thirteen) annual spending bills to be sent to President Bush so far this year.
The president is expected to sign the Defense bill, which does not contain “bridge” funds to pay for the war in Iraq and Afghanistan into next year – those “bridge” funds are expected to be considered separately in the next few weeks. 

 

Defense Authorization Bill Conference Agreement Near, Hopefully Including Important TBI Provisions  

A conference agreement on the Fiscal Year 2008 defense authorization bill appears near, as votes have been predicted to possibly occur next week on the bill. 
BIAA has been actively working for inclusion in the final conference bill of important TBI-related provisions contained in the Dignified Treatment of Wounded Warriors Act, which was incorporated as part of the Senate’s version of the defense authorization bill.  

One such important provision is the requirement for individualized plans to be developed for rehabilitation and reintegration into the community for each veteran or service member who receives inpatient or outpatient care at the VA for TBI.  Another important provision BIAA has been actively pushing would provide an overlap of benefits to allow severely injured service members and veterans to access their care (specifically including TBI and PTSD treatment) based on their medical condition, not on their status as active duty or retired, for a three-year period of time.  Both of these legislative components would help ensure that service members with TBI receive the best TBI care wherever it is available, whether in the VA system or in the civilian sector.  
For more information about the TBI provisions in the Senate’s version of the defense authorization bill , please visit the Policy & Legislation page on BIAA’s website, available at http://www.biausa.org/policyissues.htm.  

In addition, BIAA has issued an Action Alert urging Congress to include these important TBI provisions in the final defense authorization bill. If you have not already done so, please take action by visiting BIAA's Legislative Action Center at http://capwiz.com/bia/home/.
    


